Practical Enzymology of the Sphingolipidoses R H Glew & S P Peters (ed) pp 305 $34 New York: Alan R Liss 1978 Thirteen authors have contributed to this compact volume, which succeeds in conveying a great deal of useful information on the sphingolipid storage diseases a subject on which knowledge has rapidly accumulated. The complexity and rarity of these conditions has always tended to put off the nonspecialist and the clarity of this book will make it welcome in any laboratory that may be involved in the investigation of these disorders.
The main objective is to provide a collection of methods for enzyme assays used to determine the activity of the lysosomal glycosidases involved, and since diagnosis rests upon the performance of these tests it is emphasized that careful control of results is essential. But the information on techniques is put into context by a concise discussion of clinical and pathological features of each condition with some historical background, and with excellent up-to-date references. The first contribution deals with the requisites for a specialized laboratory, case identification and carrier testing. Subsequent chapters deal with the diseases associated with the names of Niemann-Pick, Gaucher, Krabbe, Fabry and Tay-Sachs and with metachromatic leukodystrophy and fucosidosis. This book is of value both to the specialist and nonspecialist reader.
R 0 BARNARD

Neuropathologist National Hospitalfor Nertous Diseases
Pathology of Ischaemic Heart Disease SirTheoCrawford ppl80 £10.50 Kent: Butterworth Group 1977 This monograph presents the amount of detailed knowledge of the pathology of ischaemic heart disease which the author believes necessary for trainee pathologists. The anatomy chapter is illustrated by coronary angiograrns, as is appropriate today; an excellent chapter on postmortem techniques includes both ideal methods and more realistic modifications for those dealing with large numbers of autopsies and the author's own involvement in the subject is also apparent from the personally studied series illustrating the chapters on gross and microscopic pathology. Over a fifth of the book is devoted to aetiology and risk factors including an entire chapter on the role of water hardness. A surprising omission is changes following surgery for coronary disease since such cases are no longer uncommon in general hospital autopsy work.
The readers' attention is well held by a clear informal style which is a model for educational writing. Unfortunately this standard is not matched by the photomicrographs which. at least in my copy, were grey, lacking contrast and clarity and some even appearing out of focus. Whether this book should be recommended to private purchasers is doubtful. It is expensive for its size and purpose and most of its information will be already available on departmental or hospital bookshelves. Howeverit should certainly be read by all trainee pathologists and would also be enjoyed by any pathologist or clinician with an interest in the subject.
ARIELA POMERANCE
Consultant Histopathologist Mount Vernon & Harefield Hospitals
Immediate Care. J Zorab & P Baskett pp 269 £12 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1977 The authors of this book are concerned that many doctors receive inadequate training in the primary care of the injured and suddenly ill. They have written this volume to provide a suitable manual from which to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills. In my view this well illustrated and clearly written work achieves this objective.
The book has four sections. The first deals with the preservation of life by care of the respiratory and cardiovascular systems, and with the techniques of analgesia and anaesthesia in the acutely ill. The middle two sections discuss in detail the scientific background and practical management of specific medical and surgical emergencies. The final section provides detailed information for those concerned with the organization, training and equipping of emergency personnel.
Only immediate care is considered, but a large amount of information is packed into this small book and nothing of practical value is overlooked. The style is lucid and direct and the information set out logically. Each chapter concludes with a list of references to recent articles to guide further reading. This moderately priced book deserves a place on the shelves of every accident and emergency department, and postgraduate centre, and should be read by all doctors concerned with the immediate care of the ill patient. It represents the contribution of 33 individual authors, all of whom are well established names in the many various aspects of preventive dentistry. The book consists of 26 chapters, all of which are well referenced. The topics covered range from practice management aspects to the actual details of procedures which can be carried out in the surgery. There are also chapters dealing with behavioural aspects of prevention and the special problems associated with cleft palate and other handicapped patients. The book is abundantly illustrated with black and white photographs and line drawings. Unfortunately, however, some of the photographs fall below accepted standards of reproductions and in many it is difficult to decide what purpose they serve. As far as the text is concerned, the format is excellent. The editing is of an especially high order, for the book, as a whole, is free from those exceedingly irritating variations in style and standards of expression which generally bedevil books of multiple authorship.
P G STABLEFORTH
Consultant in Administrative Charge Accident Service, Bristol Royal Infirmary
Whilst this book will be of great interest to Fellowship students and practitioners whose work is specifically oriented towards prevention, there is much in it of great importance to the profession as a whole. For undergraduate students, however, it must be read with discrimination for it would be very easy to miss 'the wood for the trees'.
PROFESSOR M N NAYLOR
Professor ofPreventive Dentistry Guy's Hospital Dental School
Annals of the ICRP, vol I no 1: Radiation Protection in Uranium and other Mines F D Sowby (ed) pp 28 $6 Pergamon 1977 . This is the first issue of a new journal the Annals of the ICRP and it is intended that all future publications of the International Commission on Radiological Protection will be contained in succeeding issues. These publications appear in brown and blue covers: brown for the recommendations of the Commission, blue for reports prepared as background material and intended as discussion documents. This one is in brown and presents an authoritative account of the principles and application of methods by which radiation hazards may be controlled in underground mines. It has six sections dealing with the mine environment, operational limits of exposure, monitoring techniques, control measures and protection equipment, levels for special operational decisions and medical sur. veillance. The text maintains the high scientific standards set by previous ICRP publications and its publication is timely in that some of those currently exposed to radon and its daughters at their workplace receive radiation doses nearer to the maximum permissible than is generally acceptable for radiation workers. The publication will be required reading for all those concerned with radiation protection in the mines.
STEWART RAE
Assistant Director National Radiological Protection Board
Annals of the ICRP, vol I no 2: The Handling, Storage, Use and Disposal of Unsealed Radionuclides in Hospitals and Medical Research Establishments F D Sowby (ed) pp 46 $8 Pergamon 1977 This is another of ICRP's publications in brown covers which gives the Commission's formal reo commendations on the subject in hand. It replaces the previous recommendations of the Commission, in ICRP Publication 5, and is directed primarily towards the competent national authorities. It has 14 sections dealing with the administrative arrangements for the protection of workers, patients and members of the public, personnel monitoring, waste management, storage, transport and ernergency procedures. Three appendices summarize the recommendations on the exposure of individuals and give check lists of items required in radionuclide facilities and for monitoring purposes. The present situation in the UK in respect of the use of radionuclides for medical purposes is complex and fluid. Legislation to implement the recent Euratom Directive on Radiological Protection is being prepared but the position has been complicated by the issue, late in 1977, of ICRP Publication 26 which introduces new con. cepts including dose equivalent limits which differ from the maximum permissible dose equivalents given in Appendix A of the publication under review. While we await the outcome of the deliberations of our legislators, this publication, number 25, will prove useful to those reviewing their arrangements for the safe use of radio nuclides in medicine.
STEWART RAE
Assistant Director National Radiological Protection Board
A Colour Atlas of Neuropathology C S Treip pp 208 £15 Wolfe Medical 1978 Neuropathology is a subject that lends itself to graphic illustration, and Dr Treip's new book at once takes its place among existing neuropathology texts that are based upon illustrations of quality. It will be valued both by students of the neurosciences and by pathologists, especially those in training. To cover the whole of the subject in two hundred pages is an impossibility, and the author has chosen wisely among the most important topics.
Most of the gross pictures are black and white and the majority of microscopical specimens are in colour and while this is in the main a satisfactory division possibly some of the large brain haemorrhages lose something by the darkness of the blood. The way a coloured picture scores is exemplified by the edges of the infarction in plate 98. Without doubt certain of the specially stained preparations (such as the aspergillosis in plate 65)
